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decision to strike down Canada’s new assisted dying legislation, the government has brought forward a bill to regulate physicians’ practices in the area of euthanasia and assisted
suicide. Last April, the Supreme Court of Canada found that the federal law, C-14, which was based on the discredited 2005 model from the Netherlands, was unconstitutional. The
Supreme Court ruling is actually a precedent-setting ruling, and it sets a very clear precedent that euthanasia and assisted suicide cannot be forced upon those who have the most
severe mental disabilities and who are incapable of making their own decisions. It also specifically prohibits the use of lethal medication for voluntary euthanasia. In the wake of the
British Columbia decision, the federal government has brought forward Bill C-14 which makes changes to the Criminal Code, providing for a physician to be charged for violating the
law if he or she prescribed a lethal dose in order to end someone’s life. The proposed Bill also provides that a parent of a minor child, with a terminal illness who requires life-sustaining
treatment, must be consulted regarding their child’s participation in assisted suicide. The proposed changes, however, do not include any amendments to the controversial criminal code
section that refers to the presumed consent of the patient who has a debilitating illness that will end their life. The debate about assisted suicide is of course a complicated issue, and
the Catholic Church in Canada has always maintained that the use of euthanasia or assisted suicide to kill people who have an advanced physical or mental disease is morally wrong.
The choice of the assisted suicide method should be left to the patient themselves, according to the Catholic Church. The proposed changes to the section of the Criminal Code that
refers to euthanasia, however, are not as precise as the Catholic Church wants, because they allow for a wide range of possible choices. Some of the assisted suicide methods include
lethal injection, a prescribed dose of medication, a prescribed dose of a natural substance, a prescribed dose of a non-natural substance, or withdrawal of nutrition and hydration. The
suggested Section 202.1 of the proposed Bill C-14, which deals with euthanasia, provides that someone who is participating in an assisted suicide method can be charged with the crime
of committing or committing an offence under Section 161 of
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